


Giant Centipede Care Guide
Caring for a giant centipede can be a fascinating and rewarding hobby. These creatures, 

known for their impressive size and striking appearance, require specific conditions to thrive. 

This guide will provide you with the essential information needed to properly care for your 

giant centipede.

Understanding Giant Centipedes

Giant centipedes are part of the Scolopendridae family and are known for their elongated 

bodies and numerous legs. They are predatory arthropods often found in tropical and 

subtropical environments. It's important to note that they can deliver a painful bite, so 

handling should be minimized.

Housing

Enclosure

Size: Choose an enclosure that is at least twice the length of your centipede. A 20-gallon 
terrarium is usually sufficient for most species.
Material: Glass or plastic tanks work well. Ensure it has a secure lid to prevent escape.
Ventilation: Adequate ventilation is crucial to prevent mold growth and maintain 
humidity.

Substrate

Use a deep substrate layer, around 4–6 inches, to allow for burrowing. Coconut fiber or 
peat moss mixed with sand is ideal.
Maintain a slightly moist substrate to replicate their natural habitat.

Temperature and Humidity

Temperature: Keep the temperature between 75°F and 85°F. Use a heat mat or ceramic 
heat emitter if necessary.
Humidity: Maintain humidity levels between 75% and 85%. Mist the enclosure regularly 
but avoid waterlogging.

Feeding

Diet: Giant centipedes are carnivorous and should be fed a diet of live insects such as 
crickets, roaches, and mealworms.
Feeding Frequency: Feed adult centipedes once or twice a week. Juveniles may require 
feeding more frequently.
Water: Provide a shallow dish of fresh water at all times.



Behavior and Handling

Handling: Avoid handling your centipede as they can be aggressive and their bite can be 
painful.
Observation: Enjoy observing their natural behavior from a safe distance.

Health and Maintenance

Molting: Centipedes molt as they grow. Ensure they have a safe, undisturbed 
environment during this time.
Cleaning: Spot-clean the enclosure regularly and do a full clean every few months.

Safety Tips

Always wash your hands before and after interacting with the centipede's environment.
Keep the enclosure out of reach of children and pets.

By following this care guide, you can ensure your giant centipede lives a healthy and 

stimulating life. Remember to respect these fascinating creatures and their natural behaviors 

for a fulfilling experience as a centipede keeper.


